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Miracles and the Laws of Nature. 
LEO VIRGO. 


The usual definition of a miracle is, “A vio- 
lation of the laws of Nature.” This is purely 
an arbitary presumption on the part of those 
who cannot from their experience explain 
certain occurrences. 

There is no warrant in the Scriptures 
for such definition. The word “miracle” is the 
ordinary translation of the Greek word “seme- 
ion,” which signifies “a sign.” 

A prophet signified his divine authority by 
“a sign’”—that is, he produced results in an un- 
usual way. No claim was made that the laws 
of Nature were violated. The power wasinvari- 
ably ascribed to God. Jesus said,“I can of my- 
self do nothing; the Father within me, He do- 
eth the works.” 

So let us clearly understand that a miracle 
is not necessarily a violation of the laws of Na- 
ture, nor was any such claim ever made by 
those who performed such. 

Yet we continue to regard any performance 
not right in line with the average experience as 
somehow “violating the laws of Nature.” 

When we come to define these “laws of Na- 
ture,” we find ourselves on debatable ground, 
because what men in one age consider a fixed 
law of Nature has been abrogated in the next. 

For instance, a quarter of a century ago it 
was set down as an invariable “law of Nature” 
that chickens could be hatched only by an old 
hen covering the eggs for a certain number of 
weeks. It has since been discovered that it was 
not the hen nor her motherly love that hatched 
chickens, but a simple matter of so many de- 
grees Fahrenheit maintained for a certain 
length of time. So that inexorable “law of Na- 
ture” had to be raised to a higher degree. 

But these “short-cuts” on old-time ideas 
about the never-to-be-violated laws of Nature 
are too numerous to mention. They surround 
us on every side in telegraph, telephone, phono- 


graph, and many other inventions that even a 
quarter of a century ago would have been 
counted miraculous. 

When we analyze these supposed unchange- 
able laws of Nature, we find them to be the pop- 
ularly accepted ideas of men as to how things 
should be done, instead of modes of procedure 
inherent in Nature. 

Now, if it be true in a single instance that 
man can take a “short-cut” on Nature, it may 
also be true in the universally accepted seed- 
time and harvest, the seasons, and the other 
natural laws, seemingly fixed beyond change. 
If man can in December make a midsummer cli- 
mate in 30,000 cubic feet of air and grow 
peaches in it, who shall say that he may not 
fenceoff by electrical vibration the whole planet 
and make the seasons to suit his convenience? 

When we have carefully considered these so- 
called invariable laws of Nature, and noted 
their variations, and the numerous instances 
where man has improved upon their supposed 
unchangeableness, we begin to doubt whether 
there are any, as ordinarily defined, “laws of 
Nature.” 

We all have toadmit that there isa Universal 
Cause back of everything; which is in itself 
unchangeable. That Cause is invisible, or, as 
we say, Spirit, and its expression is not in laws, 
but in ideas. Man is its idea, and he it is who 
formulates the “laws.” He may not even be 
aware that he is making or breaking the so- 
called law, yet his formative power is just as 
surely at work. 

So far as a fixed, unchangeable law is con- 
cerned, there is no such thing. It is true there 
are inherent principles in Being that,when rec- 
ognized by the thinking faculty in man, imme- 
diately proceed tooperate in specific directions. 
Heobserves theoperation,from a certain plane 
of consciousness, and assuming that it is the 
law itself, he classifies it, and it is recorded in 
his book of “observed laws of Nature” as with 
out variation. 


A few years ago, heat, light, sound and 
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color were considered by the scientific world as 
distinct things, without relation, either as to 
origin or effect. Experiments in the electrical 
field exploded all this. From the end of an 
ordinary electrically charged cable wire was 
produced first heat, which blended into a col- 
ored flame and then intoa white light,and from 
this sounds were heard; in a single experiment 
demonstrating that they were all the result of 
one cause, which has been named “vibration.” 

Then this new factor was classified and its 
unvarying effects tabulated and fresh dataadded 
to the “laws of Nature.” One of these undis- 
puted and universally accepted laws of this 
electrical current was that 2,000 volts would 
cause instant death when introduced into the 
human body. But the “laws of Nature” as 
“fixed” in electricity had again to give way to 
the miracle-worker, Nikola Tesla, who allowed 
a current of 200,000 volts to be introduced in- 
to his body without inconvenience. 

So on every hand we find these so-called 
“laws of Nature” violated every day, without 
the claim being made that a special Provi- 
dence has been invoked. 

The inherent principles withinand backofall 
effects are never changed, and in this respect 
we intuitively perceive a truth when we name 
the unchangeable—the error lies in our want of 
discrimination between effect and cause. We 


continually classify effect as cause, and are then 


astounded when a new situation changes the 
whole course of our calculations. 

Weare slow to learn that the phenomena of 
Nature are the reflections of an inner world 
that rests upon ideas. We are in the hyp- 
notic delusion that things—-forms—are some- 
how creative. We see them come and go in 
their fleeting show without stopping to con- 
sider their ephemeral character. We just 
take for granted that there is a Cause 
somewhere, but we are so absorbed with the 
getting of things into our possession that we 
do not take time to think about their origin. 

That ideas have substance and creative 
power we take witha grain of salt. Who 
ever saw au idea or felt of its power? Sure- 
ly no one who believes in the “inviolable 
laws of Nature.” 

Yet even these sticklers for the reality of 
matter are forced to admit that just to the ex- 
tent that they attenuate, and consequently 
make invisible that matter, does it increase in 
dynamic efficiency. This is illustrated in 
water, which has a certain force as a fluid, but 
which is increased many fold when it is trans- 
formed into invisible steam. It may be put 
down as an axiom that the more volatile, elu- 
sive and intangible to the sense man a thing 
is, the greater its power. 

Keely has discovered a force, the dynamic 
energy of which is admitted by experts to far 


exceed anything known to men. It is 
volatile that he cannot control it, nor confi 
it. It dissolves granite as the sunlight doe 
fog. It is too fine to be conducted into tl 
realm of matter by any of the known method 
and he has so far failed to utilize it. 

A writer in “The Arena” says of Keely 
discovery: 

“As long as it was kept in rotation, ener 
was manifested. All his devices to hold 
in this rotating condition failed to operate b 
yond a limited time; and to ‘stop the leak’ 
was equally impossible. Nothing was left but 
atmospheric air, after its escape from the en- 
gine. There was also something so myste- 
rious, so occult, in its operation as to lead. 
Keely in 1882 to try to construct an automatic 
device, by the use of which each man could 
effect its control, according to the degree of 
his energy of will.” 

We here see Mr. Keely attempting to man- 
ufacture a machine outside of himself through 
which to control the energies of the universe. 
Had he studied his own body and developed 
its interior pistons and valves, he would 
have found an engine ready made that would 
accomplish very much more than the one 
he vainly sought to build. His mind has 
touched the universal life energy of God, and 
he does not know how to utilize it. He will 
never succeed until he recognizes the fact 
that the Creator made an engine that is in ev- 
ery way capable of utilizing this mighty en- 
ergy, and applying it to every department of 
man’s environment. That engine is the hu- 
man body. 

Thus even the man who believes only what 
can be cognized by the senses has to leave their 
realm when he seeks power. 

That the material world is but a reflection 
or symbol of the spiritual is taught in all the 
sacred cults of history. The Bible is full of it. 

Modern theology, with its assumed localities, 

heaven and hell, has been a good deal worried 
over the absence of any teaching about a fu- 
ture state in the Old Testament. This is 
also true of the New Testament, if we look for 
definite localities after death. Jesus located 
the kingdom of God “within you,” and hell as 
“age-lasting” punishment. Thus we see that 
Bible writers were far superior to modern 
theologians in their understanding of the 
truths of existence. By them the spiritual 
and material were considered in their right re- 
lation, side by side, or one interior to the other, 
if location can be postulated at all. 

Thus the powers of heaven are right here in 
our midst to-day just as they were with Eli- 
sha and his servant Gehazi. We have been 
taught that they are away off in some far dis- 
tant heaven, and in mentally looking for them 
there we have failed to realize their presence in 
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the room with us. We have also been taught 
that any intervention of these powers in our 
behalf was miraculous and that “the day of 
miracles has passed away.” We are learning, 
however, that it has passed away only as we 
have withdrawn our faith from the spiritual 
and centered it in the material. The prophets 
and apostles believed in the power of God to 
help them in all things, and through this 
faith they awakened their spiritual natures 
until the world of causes became an active 
actor in their lives. They healed the sick, 
raised the dead, were released from prison in 
miraculous ways, and had hundreds of evi- 
dences of the power of the Omnipresent Spirit. 
Among our people are thousands who accept 
this teaching as beautiful, but they have no 
faith in the power of this invisible realm 
within. This isa wall of limitation and pre- 
vents the demonstration of invisible aid again 
and again. 

A writer in an old number of 
Church Independent” says: 

“To every living thing there is an invisible 
vital principle which is spiritual in its nature, 
and which acts as its soul. It is equally the 
law of being with things animate and inani- 
mate. Withdraw the vital force,and death and 
dissolution result. Every mineral, vegetable 


the “New 


and animal is thus endowed with some spir- 


itual force which actuates it and makes it to 
be what it is. Withdraw this force, and the 
material form is dissipated—suddenly and 
rapidly in some cases, in many cases almost 
instantly, as with gunpowder and dynamite, 
the instant their energy is released which held 
their elements together. It would therefore be 
only acting upon a common law of being for 
spiritual agencies to act upon material beings 
and things by and through the spiritual forces 
that constitute their inner nature. Did the 
angel roll away the stone from the sepulcher 
by touching the material block of stone? We 
answer, No. The controlling inner forces of the 
material object were within the reach and pow- 
er of the angel, and the material object must 
follow the law of correspondence and act in 
like manner. Neither did the angel who re- 
leased Peter touch the material chain which 
linked him with the soldiers, nor the prison 
doors, bars and bolts; nor the gate of the city, 
which appeared to swing open at the control of 
invisible hands. The spiritual forces of the 
objects operated on were controlled, and the 
law of correspondence, which is always domi- 
nant and .in excess in all these and like cases, 
eompels the material object to follow suit, and 
act like its interior invisible forces. Christ 
walked upon the sea, and saved Peter, holding 
him upon thewater. Not because Hedestroyed 
thelawsof gravitation,but He modified and'con- 
trolled it, reduced it to correspondence, and it 


acted accordingly—just strong enough toallow 
Jesus to walk upon the water, as the one who 
is Truth itself and is -the ruler of the waves 
that Truth oftentimes produces. He cried, 
“Peace, be still!’ and immediately the storm 
ceased. Why? Because He had controlled the 
spiritual but invisible forces in the inner world, 
and the material elements must follow suit 
and instantly act likewise, and come into a 
similar condition. 

“The three angels sat under the tree at 
Mamre, Abraham standing near, whilst the 
three angels partook of the milk, butter and 
dressed calf set before them. The narrative 
simply records the incidents as they were pre- 
sented to the sight of Abraham—in this case 
his double sight, natural and spiritual. In 
this and all similar cases spiritual forces 
are dominant and all-powerful, reducing the 
material objects operated upon to a state of 
correspondence by an absolute exercise of the 
superior energy and power of spirit forces 
over matter. The appropriation of the food to 
them was not confined to the material ele- 
ments, but to the spiritual elements that cor- 
responded to them—these and these only were 
taken and eaten, and’ these and these only 
could be taken; but the material elements 
would disappear simultaneously with their 
spiritual essences, which the angels alone 
could handle and appropriate. In a reverse 
way, and by a reverse law, when Jésus fed the 
multitude on five loaves and two fishes, the 
spiritual elements were instantly magnified— 
state overruled time, and the food became 
large enough to feed five thousand, and twelve 
baskets were full of what remained beyond the 
requirements of the multitude. The elements 
of matter are instantly controlled and com- 
pelled to follow suit and be in correspondence 
with the spiritual elements as their essences. 

“The case of Christ’s eating broiled fish and 
honeycomb is a case of this kind. With spirit- 
ual things there is a state, which is longer or 
shorter, but there is no time, nor space, asdomi- 
nant predicates of spirit, like as they are with 
matter. Therefore, growth may be instantane- 
ous. With the appropriation of theessencesand 
spiritual elements to which the fish and honey- 
comb corresponded, the material elements 
would be instantly converted to a state corre- 
sponding with that of the spiritual essences, 
and the seeming would be their instantaneous 
appropriation and disappearance. The domi- 
nant and irresistible action of spiritual forces 
in all cases of this nature, instantly reducing 
material elements toacorresponding state with 
their spiritual essences, is the key of interpre- 
tation. At the marriage feast in Cana of Gali- 
lee, when he turned pure water into pure wine, 
he simply reduced the material elements into 
the same or corresponding condition as the es- 
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sence had beenchanged into; the water became 
wine because the natural truth to which it cor- 
responded had been changed into spiritual 
truth. It was the law of correspondence that 
compelled the change. Spiritual forces are 
always active and dominant; natural fores 
and elements are passive and subservient.” 

The living question with us to-day is, How 
may we learn this easy way of providing for 
our needs? 

We have to admit that God is no respecter of 
persons. What was done by man in one age 
can bedone inanother undersimilar conditions. 

Jesus did more of these unusual things than 
any other character of history, although the 
Bible is not the only record of those who had 
these powers. Apollonius of Tyana, who lived 
at about the same time with Jesus, was a mir- 
acle-worker. Lao Tze, the mystic of China, ex- 
ceeded them both in his powers, according to 
his followers. And India has always been the 
chief center of thedevotees of thesupernatural. 

These Indian adepts exist by the hundred to- 
day, and our literature is honeycombed with 
their exploits. It is fashionable to sneer at 
them, especially by those who are prodigiously 
ignorant of their history or the nature of their 
achievements. Very recently we are having 
reports of them from reliable men in the scien- 
tific world, like Prof. Henslodt, whose articles 
in“The Arena” attracted wide interest. These 
men perform the so-called miracles of the 
Bible. Prof. Stevens, in a letter from Thibet 
only last June, says that the reports that these 
feats of the Hindoo masters can not be photo- 
graphed is an error; that he has been among 
them for monthsand has over 100 views of their 
performances; that he has dined off the food 
produced from the atmosphere right before him 
by one of these mahatmas. 

These things are worthy our careful con- 
sideration. They point to the development in 
man of faculties of which we are ignorant, but 
which we must all possess. 

Jesus Christ recognized that He was not an 
exceptional man, nor did He have superhuman 
abilities. He had simply recognized His place 
in the Godhead and developed powers in Him- 
self which are dormant within each one of us. 
He said, “Ye shall do these and greater.” 

If He had been an exceptional creation or 
the possessor of powers not given to all men 
why should He claim that we should exceed 
Him in the manipulation of these finer interior 
forces? Simply because He recognized the 
fact that we should understand more fully the 
scientificrelation of mindand matter. He saw 
that it would eventually dawn upon man that 
he was related to both the within and the with- 
out; that he is acreature with aconscious spir- 
itual nature that needs to but be awakened in 
order to make itself manifest in the realms of 


effects. Tle knew that we should realize with- 
in ourselves these higher faculties and put them 
into use. This is theage He looked forward to 
and we are the people He meant when He said 
“Ye shall do greater things.” 

It is our privilege to recognizethe spirit with. 
in ourselves as one with the spirit back of and 
within every atom of being in the universe. 
It is our high privilege to take advantage of 
our God-like powers of dominion over the less 
conscious creations, and by our superior intelli- 
gence bring them forth to the light. 

It is our duty as sons of God to carry out in 
ultimate that which was ideally perceived by 
the Father. “The Father worked hitherto, 
now I work.” To do this we must recognize 
that we have a spirit and that it has powers 
that when developed and exercised will bring 
us into conscious touch with the whole uni- 
verse, both visible and invisible. This is the 
first step, the ideal creation within our own 
world. The next step is to make these powers 
useful. Thisis work. It is easy tocatch sight 
of one’s high estate at the mountain top, and, 
as we behold its sunlit peak, be filled with joy. 
Some people spend their time in erecting men- 
tal telescopes to view from afar this high 
mount of spirituality, but they scout the idea 
that it requires patient climbing, step by step, 
to actually reach the top and consciously abide 
there, 

But it does. 


When you developed the capac- 
itv toconcentrate your mind in doing a problem 
in mathematics, or in mastering the intricacies 
of music, you found it necessary to drill your 


faculties to obey your will. Asyvou progressed 
step by step in this drill, you found that you 
possessed a capacity for concentrated effort 
vou never dreamed of. What was in the be- 
ginning a burdensome task became in time 
exceedingly easy. The demand upon your 
powers to attain certain ends was always met 
by the supply. You could not play a march 
from Mozart at once, nor did you in the begin- 
ning see how you ever could, but when you had 
faithfully complied with the primary drills, the 
supreme execution came to you easily. 

So it is with the interior faculties in man. 
They are there in embryo. They are the seeds 
from which will growthe great forest by proper 
cultivation. 

You do not now see the way to bring these 
facultiesinto use. Youdid not see how your in- 
tellectual faculties were to be brought out 
when you were an ignorant child, but tutors 
were providedwhen yousought toknow. “Seek 
and ve shall find. Knockand it shall beopened 
to you.” So you will find, when you seek to 
know how to develop your spiritual faculties, 
that a tutor has been provided on that plane. 
You may not be aware of his presence, but I 
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assure you he is right now with you every one, 
patiently but hopefully waiting until you turn 
your attention in that direction. 

The Father does not want us to be eternally 
earning our bread by the sweat of our brow. 
There is an easier way, and man is a slave to 
his belief in labor until he finds it. You can 
find this easier way if you are willing to drop 
out of your mind some of the tanglewood of 
sense that hides it from your view. 

First you must have faith that there is such 
a way; next you must be willing to become a 
little child in seeking it. Obedience is the first 
requirementof a child at school,and so you will 
find that in this school of the spirit childlike 
obedience is required before even the first step 
can be taken. 

Cleanse your mind of preconceived ideas on 
every subject, religious, educational, political, 
governmental, social, and mechanical; erase 
by one grand denial the whole tablet of your 
mentality. 

If you are a Bible student and pride yourself 
on your knowledge of sacred history as a help 
into this spiritual understanding, be sure to 
cleanse vour mind of this fallacy. Scholastic 
attainments are always a smoked glass to the 
spiritual secker. Don’t dwell on your knowl- 
edge of the letter. You will find it a delusion. 
The ignorant child of the spirit will beat you 
into the kingdom of heaven every time. 

Intellectual attainments are not in them- 
selves of use in matters spiritual. They have 
their end in teaching the student how to com- 
mand his faculties and bring them into sub- 
jection, but the facts relating to laws and 
things of time and space are rubbish in the new 
realm of spirit. Don’t pride yourself on these. 
Drop them out of your mind as quickly as you 
can, and be willing to commence anew in the 
school of the higher life. Say often, “I am 
meek and lowly of heart. I am led of the 
Spirit.” 

You can come into conscious touch with the 
soulof things, and that soul will do your bid- 
ding. Your word will find in this realm of the 
soul its true home. There you Will silently ex- 
press a desire, and “while ye are yet speaking, 
I will answer,” saith the Lord. There is no 
labor for man in this home of the soul, as we 
understand labor. Activity is the normal con- 
dition of man. He is miserable when not do. 
ing something, but it makes a great difference 
whether he works with his mind in a realm 
where to think is ecstasy, or whether he labors 
with his muscles and gets weary. It is true 
that all work, on whatever plane, can be made 
easy by the mind ascending into the spiritual 
faculties and doing allthings in thename of the 
Lord. 

sut it is our privilege to so closely identify 
our minds and thoughts with the soul of things 


, father is the child's. 


that our needs will be supplied instantly and 
without any exertion except that of the mind. 

“And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word 
of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah.” 


Freedom. 


Extract from lecture given at 
7th, by Mrs. A. M. Bryant. 


Denver, Sunday, July 


[ am to-day the product of my yesterday 
endeavor. 

Wemeet people daily who have noother oceu- 
pation than that of killing time. They take 
pleasure in cutting into pieces a perfect fabric, 
that they may sew it tegether again: others, 
insteadof tearing down to build up,amuse them- 
selves by adding to that already produced un- 
til the original is lost in the new. 

There are many ways to build and there are 
many methods by which every capacity can 
gratify its desire. I and my desire are one. 
Thus every desire is an infallible proof of its 
ancestral progenitor. “I am because my 
Father is.” We are co-related, co-existent and 
co-operative. The child is the father’s and the 
The claim of individual 
ownership is the chain which binds man to 
destiny. Every link has been forged in selfish- 
ness and theinevitable binding showsthe abso- 
lute necessity of unity. We build for self 
with the material of the past, and imagine we 
are our own. We make of ourselves beggars, 
dependent upon some outside power that must 
be captured and then appropriated. 

Separation forges the chain of ignorance. 
From the cradle to the grave Material scram- 
bles and fights for possessions it never lost. 
We try to find our Father’s mansion while oecu- 
pying one of its beautifulcompartments. We 
look out for freedom instead of within, where 
allis. We become as it were unorganized sub- 
stance, which is a negation or a denial of the 
real. We start on a journey of exploration ex- 
pecting to have trials and tribulations, and we 
arenotdisappointed. Afteryvearsof endeavor, 
we begin to recognize that we have passed the 
central station of our journey and are travel- 
ing toward home, the place from whence we 
came. 

Now comes the final struggle. Many are 
held for vears justin the turn of the tide, doubt- 
ing the old, yet fearing the new. Procrastina- 
tion becomes a strong habit whereby the will 
is weakened and disease begins to struggle 
against its own grossness. It is now that 
activity begins to combat inactivity and the 
leaven has penetrated the mental field of labor 
and our consciousness speaks itself into exist- 
ence. The real man begins to assert himself 
and the struggle for freedom is well begun. 

» rhe law of attaction has been the constant 
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companion of necessity and experience its 
hired school-master. Through its teachings 
the law of being has become the law of doing. 
The prodigal is returning unto himself. The 
return isnamed healing,and through itthe new 
birthor spiritual conception is attained. There 
can be no true healing except teaching, which 
aids the seeker to understand Truth. This 
understanding is the positiverecognition of the 
oneness with the all. No one can understand 
truth through a process of forcing. Every tree 
must ripen its own fruit before it can become 
cognizant of its universal privileges. Truth 
must manifest its example in good works and 
the potentialities of regeneration are conclu- 
sively proven. Now comes the sifting and the 
wheat walks majestically out to feed the hun- 
gry, leaving the tares in the satisfied revelry 
of animalism. 

Many are on the bridge, crowding and jost- 
ling in their effort to reach the goal. They are 
willing to be healed, but unwilling to comply 
with the necessary requirements. They ask 
God to take them home on flowery beds of ease, 
and then they will recognize His power. How 
vain, how vain! Know ye not that ye are 
Spirit and cannot see with material the daz- 
zling light of purity? Should you be carried 
as you wish, you would be unable to look upon 
the Father’s face. 

Truth knows no necessity; it is its own suffi- 
ciency. Crush the serpent destiny with the 
heel of destiny, and know that ye are, and not 
to be. Cease floating with the phantom tide 
of materialism. Clasp thy brother’s hand in 
the wholeness of reciprocal endeavor. Bestow 
that which you expect to receive. 


Dr. Quimby’s Theory of Matter. 


HORATIO W. DRESSER. 


In no respect has the philosophy of Mental 
Healing in its radical form differed more from 
the original doctrine and in no respect has it 
been open to so much just criticism from the 
general public as in regard to its theory of 
matter. “Allis mind, there is no matter,” is 
an oft-repeated statement of the radical school, 
and thetruth-seeker in searchof anexplanation 
rather than a denial of the visible universe, 
with its stern realities, its aches and pains, 
has so often been repelled by a theory which 
thus fails to satisfy the reason. 

Now it was the special merit of Dr. Quim- 
by’s teaching that he sought to explain our 
actual situation in life, both in health and in 
disease. His researches and his busy years of 
most successful practice led him to emphasize 
the supremacy of Spirit with as much vigor as 
any of his later disciples. To Spirit, or the 
Omnivresent “Wisdom,” as he called it, Dy 


Quimby attributed all the intelligence, life and 
power that exists. But he knew that Spirit 
must have its manifestation, and he therefore 
sought to understand and to interpret matter 
in the light of its true relation to Spirit, often 
speaking of it as the “medium of Wisdom,” 
or comparing it to language which is used to 
convey some meaning or intelligence from one 
mind to another. 

Now all that gives life and meaning to lan- 
guage is the idea behind it. In the same way 
it is the idea put into a thing which governs all 
that we enjoy and suffer in the world, for the 
direction of thought or consciousness is funda- 
mental. 

For instance, every one knows with what 
eagerness a little child absorbs the teaching of 
its elders, and how during the period when it is 
interested in fairy tales the child peoples the 
world with the creations of its fancy. The 
world, for the child, is not the cold, prosaic 
world of later life, but seems responsive to 
all the whims of the imagination. It is in part 
the beautiful world of Nature which reveals the 
character of God, and in part mere childish be- 
lief. And in mature life the conditions are the 
same. Our beliefs, our fears and theories 
color our interpretations of the world, modify 
our conduct and affect all our sensations. 

Moreover, whatever we really believe in re- 
gard to ourselves, notably some material the- 
ory of disease, is as trueas life tous for the time 
being. “Man from ignorance has associated 
truth with error, till error has got to be as true 
as life itself.” (See “Philosophy of P.P.Quim- 
by,” p. 90.) 

The human mind is a mass of opinions and 
beliefs, changing just as man’s knowledge 
changes or develops. An idea has a certain 
life, which causes it to take substantial shape 
in the mind. It is “spiritual matter” and is 
capable of condensation in the form of so- 
called bodily disease, for the body is all the 
time taking itsclue from the changing states of 
mind. The outer world means just as much 
to man and brings him just as much of pain or 
pleasure as he is wise in understanding of it; 
for our happiness and misery depend on our- 
selves. 

The first point to note then is that matter, as 
related to man, is that through which his 
thought finds expression, and this aspect of it 
Dr. Quimby called “spiritual matter.” 

Yet all this does not alter the fact that 
back of human belief there is something 
which does not change with it. Matter may be 
simply a system of ideas, but it does not there- 
fore follow that it has no real existence, for to 
deny its existence is equivalent to affirming the 
non-existence of the God whom it reveals. To 
understand it with Dr. Quimby we must make 
that fine distinction on which his whole system 


is founded; namely, between the changeable 
and the unchangeable in man. 

Matter, in so far as it embodies the eternal 
reality of God, has a progressive meaning and 
ase,and if man knew himself, he would read the 
language of matter and live in the world free 
from sickness and disease. Matter, in so far 
as it isa changing mass of conflicting impres- 
sions and sensations, is synonymous with the 
mind of man. Man, the child of belief and 
opinion, partakes of the two, and is strong 
and healthy in proportion as he clings to the 
Reality and separates himself from that which 
holds him in bondage through ignorance and 
fear. 

The essential point to note then is that mat- 
ter is plastic to thought; it is that in which, 
on the one hand, the thought of God takes 
shape, and, on the other, the embodiment of 
human belief. In any case we must look to the 
direction of consciousness anterior to it, as the 
source alike of its changing states and of its 
life. 

There is all the more reason for affirming 
and dwelling upon the reality of the good when 
we understand, not merely believe, that this 
constant realization of the true is just as con- 
stantly effacing all that is harmful in matter, 
and is receiving actual and substantial expres- 
sion in the visible world. When we understand 
that“All thatis seen by thenatural manismind 
reduced to a state called matter” (“Philosophy 
of P. P. Quimby,” p. 107), we no longer confuse 
matter, spiritual matter or mind, and soul or 
Spirit, while according due recognition and 
reality to each. 

It was thus characteristic of Dr. Quimby not 
to deny anything—except the reality of disease 
as something by itself—but to see it, if possi- 
ble, in its true light; and in considering mat- 
ter he always regarded it from the idealist’s 
point of view, and, while not ignoring it, never 
attributed to it that reality of life and power 
which belongs to God alone. 


Pencil Jottings. 


FRANCES. 


We have many beautiful thoughts that are 
never transferred to paper. Truly, it seemeth 
to me, our best thoughts are those that flit 
through the mind like the visitation of asprite; 
before we are hardly aware of their presence, 
they are gone, and all we have left is a memory; 
as we feel them passing swiftly through the 
corridors of the brain, we, as it were, put forth 
a hand to arrest them and bring them face to 
face with us, that we may make their acquaint- 
ance and keep them ever with us; but they go, 
and only a memory of something beautiful but 
indefinite is left. Then there are others, defi- 
nite and tangible, that in the hurry and bustle 
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of our everyday life or through carelessness are 
—shall I say lost? 

No; good thoughts are never lost, though 
they may never be inscribed upon paper, but 
theyare imprinted on our lives, yea, show forth 
in our bodies, and are read by many. 

* * * 

We who have been reared in the nurture 
and admonition of orthodoxy—so called—have 
been taught from our earliest infancy that 
whatever or whoever we loved best and dearest 
would be taken away from us, for the very rea- 
son that it was our best and dearest treasure. 
But, as we advance in the knowledge of the 
Truth, we begin to see the fallacy of this doc- 
trine. We see that it is not because we love 
that the loved oneis taken away, but our greater 
love for them causes us to have a greater anx- 
iety for them than for others. With some this 
almost approaches a mania, making them ever 
solicitous of the loved one’s welfare, causing 
them to keep the loved object ever in mind, 
fearful lest some harm should befall. 

Do you wonder that their loved ones fade 
from their sight? To me, the greater wonder is 
that so many bear up under the pressure of 
wrong thinking as well as they do. 
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We are told it makes no difference what a 
person believes if he is only sincere, but it 
makes just this difference, we grow like what 
we believe, or, in other words, we grow like our 
idea of that which we worship. Did you never 
stop to think that all our wrong doing comes 
from wrong thinking? Even as the children 
of Israel were kept out of the promised land by 
what fo some might seem trivial errors, so are 
we keeping ourselves out of our promised land 
by seemingly trifling faults. How many bless- 
ings we miss by our careless ways of thinking! 

What is waiting for us inour promised land? 
We shall lie down in green pastures and be led 
besidethe still waters. Pasturesof abundance; 
all that the soul needs to feed upon, and waters 
of peace; when we reach this land we shall 
be at rest. 

Peace shall flow like the clear waters of a si- 
lently flowing stream. 

Pure, fresh air (spiritual atmosphere), free 
from every taint. 

Forests of trees (high and holy thoughts), 
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. 

Sweet-voiced birds (happy, loving thoughts), 
filling the air with their songs of joy, love, hap- 
piness and peace. 

Can we attain these heights? 
can. Have we not the promise: 
to thy faith be it unto thee.” 

Never despair! Press on, and prove the 
Lord, if He will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
ehall not be room enough to receive it. 


Ah! yes, we 
“According 
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y cara ‘GOD. 
CHARLES Fittmore, } a ee 
MyrTLe Fittmore, ( Kansas City, Mo, 

Tue Society oF SItent Unity is essentially nde al in organization, 
and has no external rules or regulations. Its object and aim is to lead 
men and women to the God withinthem. ‘Nether shall they sz ay, Lo, 
here; or Lo, there; for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. All 
versons may become members. **without m oney and without price,” who 
will sitin peaceful mind for a short time, at nine o’clock each evening, 
ard invite in soul aspiration the conscious presence of the Holy Spirit. 

We hold, and are daily demonstrating, that the Comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, which Jesus Christ said the Father would send in his name, is now 
an active principle in our affairs, and does all things for us, even to heal- 
ing our diseases, For its centralizing potency a “class thought” is given 
each month, which all members hold in consciousness for a few moments; 
thus attaining a mental attitude to which the Holy Spirit finds easy access 
—then ‘‘ask what ye will in my name and it shall be done unto you. 

All who desire to be fully identified with us are invited to send in ane in 
names with a brief description of their trouble. We cannot undertake 
answer all such letters personally, but will respond in the Silence as ee 
Spirit directs. 

Certificates of membership are issued only to those who make personal 
written application for them. Where an applicant cannot write, let him 
make a cross as sign ature to the letter w hic h another writes for him. We 
want to help everybody, but there is a good regson for this rule, and we 
must see that it is observed hereafter. 

The potions administered by the Spirit are always composed of wor: ds, 
and they are very powerful. ‘My words are spirit and they are life. 
Those who take these words must be faithful to them. 

We are always glad to hear from members and it is good for them to 
write, but the time of the central secretaries is so fully occupied that ns, 
cannot personally answer the many letters received, but they always send 
the Spiritual response to supply the needs which are discerned from the 
letters. 

Our written word can be found i in THovent and Unity, and members 
will find them very helpful. There és more in them than the printed 
word. 

The Society of Silent Unity is a pure co-operation. Every holder ofa 
certificate is a joint owner of its assets, an d entitle d to all its privileges. 
If our methods meet with your approbation, we e shi ul be glad to make you 
a member and receive your co-operation it h love rid money, for it is 
ours to demonstrate that within everyone is the Sp rit of Justice that freely 
gives value received for all benefits. 

The Intelligence we invoke tr Anse ends time anc 
all requirements by observing 9 o’clock, your local time. 

ddress, Soctety OF Sirent Unrry, Kansas City, Mo. 

Send subscriptions and book orders to e 

nity Book Company, 


THE CLASS THOUGHT, 


Central! Secretaries, 


1 space, 


hence you meet 


Kansas City, Mo, 


October 20 to November 20. 


| will from henceforth owe no man any- 
thing but love. I know that only by obeying 
this law perfectly can I solve the problem of 
abundant supply. 


High Noon Meetings. 

In addition to the regular 9 p. m. silent hour, the Unity Society now 
holds meetings at headquz arters in Kansas City, Mo., every day at high 
noon—r12 to 1—devoted to audible and silent tre atments and statements ot 
Truth It is requested that members of the Society everywhere join at 
that hour in this communion. 

Noon Thought.—* Tl am that I am.” 

To correct certain erroneous reports aboutour Kansas 
City work we wish to state that the local Unity Society 
is not disbanded nor have its members been sent to 
other meetings. For several months the Society has 
been considering the removal to a larger room and unit- 
ing with other Societies in Sunday meetings. In earry- 
ing this out the Society, as a whole, voted to rent Wood- 


land Hall, 1016 Grand Avenue. A committee was also 


appointed to solicit the co-operation of Mrs. Elnen- 
dorph’s people, who have been expecting to revive their 
meetings at this hall which they discontinued in the 
early summer. This was done and they have joined us 
in a union meeting of all liberal scientists at Woodland 
Hall, every Sunday at 3 p. m. The regular week day 
meetings of the Society of Silent Unity will be held as 
usual at rooms 511 and 512 Hall building. Everybody 
is cordially invited to be present at any or all of these 
meetings. 


Mrs. Marion healed me of blood poison; and she 
also healed me of violent sore throat; each time in one 
absent teatment. In both instances raging fevers were 
allayed in half an hour and I slept quietly and awoke 
refreshed. My faith in the Divine power manifesting 
through her is implicit—Mary J. Searles, 208 Crawford 
St., Vicksburg, Miss. 


I am a home student of Mental or Spiritual 
Science—an enthusiast, I might say—and the 
thought has just occurred to me that I should 
like to correspond with some sister for mutual 
benefit, so I act on my thought and write to you. 
I feel sure there is someone who has the same 
desire as myself.—Mrs. H. B. Williams, Sil- 
ver Lane P. O., Conn. 

Mrs. Frances Day, Nutly, New Jersey, has 
also kindly offered to correspond with those 
seeking light. 


The One Teacher is within. Why do we need 
to feel any wish or longing unsatisfied while we 
ourselves hold and control the supply? We 
alone are the ones who are withholding the 
blessings, if they are withheld. It is not being 
in any different place or condition, ’tis only the 
choice of doing. To choose to do, to will the 
Divine Will right here and now as we are 
actly as we stand—that is all.—C. S.C. 


It has been about a year since I became inter- 


ested in this blessed Truth. I remember so well 
the day, yea, the very hour, that I was led “ 
believe in this better, grander way, and I do sé 

from my innermost soul, “Praise the Good, om 
God bless the dear friend who was the means of 
lifting me out of the mire and clay, and placing 
me on the Rock of Ages.” She first sent me 
“Unity” for a New Year’s present, and my life 
has been one continual “New Year’s day” ever 
since.—Mrs. N. M. Brown Cincinnatn, O. 


A little girl asked her mother the other day, 
how it was that Adam and Eve came to leave 
the Garden of Eden, and was told that the devil 
entered the garden in the form of a serpent, and 
tempted them, and God banished them. The 
little child pondered, then said: “Mamma, why 
didn’t God send the devil away instead of Adam 
and Eve? They were in the garden first.” 
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Office Chat. 
San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 13th. 
Please send my paper to above place. I will send 
you stamps for “Unity.” (No signature to this. 29 
cents enclosed. Will writer please send her name?) 


Highlands, Colorado. 
Please send me “Directions for Beginners in Divine 
Science.” (15 cents enclosed. No signature.) 
Errata.—In September “Unity,” eleventh line of 
“Bible Lesson Comments,” on page 9, read “revere” 
instead of “reverse.” ‘ 


Write to Estelle D. King, New London, Ohio, for 
prices of Unity pins. 


How can one apply this science of Truth in the 
school-room? I am anxious to do so more fully.—Mrs. 
H. M. S., Springfield, Mass. 

(Will someone who has had actual experience in 
its application in school-work please answer ?—Editor.) 
F. M. T.—Your poem is too long. 

and then write it in prose. 
B, A. C.—Yes. We allow agents the usual twenty-five 


per cent commission on subscriptions to“Unity.” Re- 
member, it is $1.00 per year now. 


Cut it down one-half 


To Our Subscribers. 
This is the first number of the consolidated publica- 
tion, “Unity.” 
TO THOSE WHO TOOK “THOUGHT” ALONE. 
From now on you will “Unity” semi- 
monthly. The date of expiration of your subscription 
is on yellow label with your name. 


receive 


TO THOSE WHO TOOK BOTH “THOUGHT” AND 
‘“ONIT?T.” 

You will observe that the date of expiration of your 
subscription as shown by yellow label has been 
extended on same to cover amount due you on both 
periodicals. “Wee Wisdom” has also been included 
where we have been notified. 

TO THOSE WHO TOOK “UNITY” ALONE. 

All unexpired subscriptions will be filled with the 
semi-monthly without increase in price, but renewals 
must be at the $1.00 per year rate. 

In asking for change of address be sure and give 
the old as well as the new address; otherwise we shall 
have to run through six thousand envelopes—almost a 
day’s work. 

We have several hundred copies of “Wee Wisdom” 
which we will send free to those who will remit enough 
to cover postage, one half-cent each. 


Dear Unitry:—I found you on exhibition at Dr. 
D. L. Sullivan’s, 2930 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo., and 
wish to add my testimony to the power of unity in 
the faith of God. 

Thirteen years and ten morths ago, by the words 
of truth spoken, I became in unity with God, the 


eternal truth, or all good. At that time 1 was 
sorely afflicted with a complication of so-called 
maladies or diseases. The moment that I voiced 
the truth, being persuaded through the spoken 
words of a teacher, that God was my health, life 
and all, I was made to realize the truth of my own 
statements. Since that time, health of both body 
and mind has fiowed to me like a gentle stream from 
the great ocean of immortal life. And today I find 
myself washed ashore upon the mount of transfig- 
uration; where my whole being is changed, from 
mortal to immortal. And casting my mind about 
where to pitch my tent, that I might do the 
work whereunto I am called out of darkness 
and death, into the wondrous Light and Liberty of 
God, men and women, I find no higher sphere 
than the vantage ground called “ Christian Science.” 

I find in the stillness and silence of thought com- 
eth forth the secret of the Lord to his people. The 
temple of God was not made with hands as was 
Solomon’s, therefore subject to destruction of un- 
godly man, ours being a savor of life unto life, be it 
therefore known and read of all men that honor 
belongs to the builder, who said “Let there be light” 
(knowledge) and there was light, and in that light 
is no darkness at all. 

Eternal life, peace and joy to Unrry and all its 
readers and advocates. More anon.—Mrs. M. M 
Haskell, 1008 S. 8th St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Growth. 


“Place an oat within your cutting,” 
Said the farmer old; 

“Tt will grow the better for vou, 
So I have been told.” 


Then with care his words I followed; 
Hid the life so fair 

Of the grain within the other, 
Left them planted there. 


Thinking of it in the evening, 
As the day grew dim, 

And my mind, with quiet longing, 
Sought its way to Him, 


Came a bit of His own wisdom, 
Flashing in my heart: 

“Life complete is in the seedling, 
The slip is life in part. 


“Then at one with life’s perfection 
Is the broken one, 

And they grow in all completeness, 
Till life’s work is done. 


“Dost thou think, O child of Wisdom, 
Thou art broken too 

From the life that is thy Father's? 
To thyself be true! 


“To the sum of God’s own being 
Join thyself by faith; 

Thou shalt see thy life perfection 
Shining forth His grace.” 
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Unity Bible Lessons. 
BY THE EDITOR. 

Lesson 3. October 20. 
RUTH’S CHOICE.—Ruth 1, 14-22. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and 
Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her, 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister 1m law is gone back 
unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy 
sister in law. 

16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will 1 die, and there will I be buried: 
the LORpD do so to me, and more also, if avght but deatn part 
thee and me. 

18 When she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go 
with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

9 So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that 
o i a was moved about them, and they said, /s this 
Naomi ? 

20) And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 [I went ont full, und the LoRD huth brought me home 
again empty: why ¢hen cail ye me Naomi, seeing the LoRD 
hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

22 So Naomi returned,and Ruth the Moabitess, her daugh- 
ter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of 
Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of bar- 
ley harvest. 

GoLDEN TEx't.—Thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy God my God.—Ruth i. 16. 

Time.—The Bible margin date is B. C. 1312. 
Probably the time was much later, perhaps 
during the judgeship of Gideon, wh‘ch continued 
for forty years after his victory over the Midian- 
ites—from 1222 to 1182 B.C. Ruth’s son, Obed, 
was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
David was born B. C. 1085. 

The Story.—Because of the famine in their 
own land, a family from Bethlehem removed to 
Moab; Elimelech the husband and Naomi the 
wife, with two sons. There Elimelech died and 
the sons took to themselves wives of the daugh- 
ters of Moab—the one Orpah, the other Ruth. 
After ten years of sojourn, the sons died, and 
Naomi turns toward the ancestral home at Beth- 
lehem. As she goes forth on her homeward 
journey, her two daughters-in-law start with 
her. This brings us to-day’s lesson. 

This sweet story of Hebrew pastoral life cen- 
ters around Ruth, the Moabite damsel. The 
lesson to be drawn from it is her faithfulness 
to an apparently failing idea, represented by 
the bereft Naomi. Naomi had lost everything 
she once had and was returning to her former 
home an old, broken-down woman. Orpah left 
her and went back to the Moabite people, and 
history makes no mention of her again; but 
Ruth refuses to desert the one from whom in 
prosperity she had courted favor. She affirms 
her allegiance to both her and her God, and the 
result is her marriage,through the planning of 
Naomi, to the wealthy and influential Boaz in 
Bethlehem. 

Don’t desert your friends in their adversity. 
Don’t give up Truth for some inferior remedy 
because for the time being it seems to fail to 
demonstrate. 


Ruth gave her whole heart to this saving idea. 
She believed in it wholly and accepted all of its 
obligations—“Thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God.” 

When you give a saving idea such uncondi- 
tioned allegiance as this, it cannot fail to bring 
goodto you. Although it may be an old, broken- 
down woman who has lost all faith in herself 
and asks to be called Mara (bitter) instead of 
Naomi (sweet), your faith and allegiance will 
spur her to do good for both you and herself. 

It may be your husband who has had reverses 
and become discouraged. Don’t let appear- 
ances frighten you. Say, “No, you are not dis- 
couraged. The belief in failure and inefficiency 
ne longer holds you in bondage. I have faith 
in you and I cleave unto you. (Ciod is success. 
God reigns everywhere. You cannot get out- 
side of God. You can’t fail if you wanted to, 
but you don’t want to. You have just as much 
ability now as you ever had. You are the very 
living substance of ‘energy and intelligence. 
All possibility is now open to you. Jesus Christ 


is in you the hope of glory, and in His name I 
speak these words of light and life.” 


Lesson 4.—October 27. 
THE CHILD SAMUEL.—I Samuel 3, 1-13. 

1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LorRD before 
Eli. And the word of tne LORD was precious in those days; 
there was no open vision. 

2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid 
down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he 
could not see; 

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the comes of the 
Lorp, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to 
sleep; 
| That the LoRD called Samuel: and he answered, Here 
am I, 

5 And he ran unto Eli,and said, Here am I; for thou 
calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie downagain. And 
he went and lay down. 5 

6 And the LorpD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel 
arose and went to Eli and said, Here am 1; for thou didst 
call me. And he answered, 1 called not, my son; lie down 
again. 

” 7 Now Samuel did not know the Lorp, neither was the 
word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 

8 And the LorRD called Samuel again the third time. And 
he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am 1; for thou didst 
call me. And Eli perceived that the Lorp had called the 
child. 

9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it 
shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LorpD; 
for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 

0 And the LorgD came, and stood, and called as at other 
times, Samuel, Sumuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for 
thy servant heareth 

ll And the LorD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the earsof every one that hear- 
eth it shall tingle. 

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which 
I have spoken concerning his house: when { begin,I will 
also make an end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for 
ever for the iniquity whicu he knoweth; because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 


GoLDEN TExtT.—Speak, Lord; for thy ser- 
vant heareth.—I. Sam. 3, 9. 

Time.—About 1134 B. C. Samuel was now 
about twelve years old. 

Eli the high priest was a good, conscientious 
servant of the Lord, but he lacked force of char- 


acter. His sons had defiled the worship of the 
sanctuary and, instead of casting them forth and 
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cleansing the sanctuary, Eli had only mildly and 
vainly expostulated, and the evil continued. 
Now the Lord through Samuel warns him that 
his reign is near the end. 

Metaphysically considered, Eli represents a 
religious idea that is good, but negative to errors 
that have crept into its domain. 

Your children represent your ideas. If you 
have ideas that are defiling the temple, your 
body, by their carnal practices, you are not obe- 
dient to your Highest unless your idea of spirit- 
ual observance (Eli) is correcting them in both 
thought and deed. Many good people sincerely 
believe in the supremacy of Spirit and conform 
to its requirements in all things except some 
appetite or passion. These they condemn in a 
mild way, but at the same time allow them in- 
dulgence. This will not be always counte- 
nanced by the Lord. A new concept of religious 
duty is born in the consciousness. This is the 
child Samuel, who is to supersede the old, weak, 
negative Eli. 

The new concept of Truth in your conscious- 
ness hears the voice of the Lord, but as it “min- 
isters before Eli,” or submits to his experienced 
judgment its sacred acts, it thinks the voice of 
the Lord speaking to it direct is that of Eli, and 
says, “Thou callest me.” After this has been 
repeated three times, you recognize that the new 
spiritual concept within you has heard the voice 
of the Lord from its own standpoint, and you 
through it take the attitude of receptivity by 
saying, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.” 

Nothing so opens the mind to spiritual truth 
as the attitude of obedient listening to the voice 
within. People get rutted in their spiritual 
thinking and thereby close their minds to new 
and higher truths. In its temporal aspect the 
spiritual life is progressive. New concepts are 
constantly being unfolded in the growing con- 
sciousness, and we should always be open and 
receptive. 

Eli received the word of the Lord from the 
lips of Samuel and did not murmur at the ap- 
proaching judgment. So you are wise if you 
accept meekly the dissolution of any religious 
idea that has fallen short in expressing the 
Most High. 

We should submit every thought and motive 
to the Lord and let that inner monitor decide 
upon their legitimacy. Do not justify your acts 
by comparing them with the acts of others. Do 
not do unspiritual things because other people 
dothem. Do not say, “I have a right to do this 
thing because so and so did so and so tome. I 
am only getting even and claiming my own.” 

The true servant of the Lord first submits his 
motives to the inner witness and says, “Not my 
will, be Thine, be done in this matter.” Dismiss 
from your mind all circumstances affecting your 
act, and submit it without a witness to the 


Lord. Then you will get the pure inspiration 


of the Spirit that will move you to do right and 
just, regardless of circumstances or influences 
of a personal or selfish nature. 


Lesson 5.—November 3. 
SAMUEL THE JUDGE.—1 Samuel 7, 5-15. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Loxv, and fasted on that day, 
and said there, We have sinned against the LoRD. And Sam- 
uel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children 
of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to 
cry unto the Lor» our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. ‘ 

9 And Samnel took a sucking lamb, and offered it fora 
burnt offering wholly unto the LorRD: and Samuel cried unto 
the Lorp for Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LorD 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Phil- 
omen and discomfited them; and they were smitten before 

srael. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pur- 
es de Philistines, and smote them, until they came under 

eth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between em 
and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hith- 
erto hath the Lorp helped us. 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was 
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; 
and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of 
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the 
Amorites. 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 


GoLpEN TExtT.—Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.—I. Sam. vii. 12. 

Time.—B. ©. 1094. “Place.—Mizpeh. 

“Gather all Israel to Mizpeh.” The Israelites 
were an unrighteous lot—they were continually 
running after false gods and falling into the 
hands of their enemies in consequence. In this 
they symbolize your thoughts. They have 
good intentions, but the “things that do appear” 
seem to them more real than the things unseen, 
and in consequence you find them wandering 
away into materiality and its illusions. ; Your 
leading spiritual idea (Samuel) is conscious of 
their shortcomings and calls them to repentance 
at Mizpeh (look-out). 

“They drew water and poured it out—and 
fasted.” Water always signifies that there is 
to be cleansing, which in thought is denial of 
error. They fasted by refusing to receive into 
their minds for a whole day the erroneous 
thoughts they had been harboring. Make all 
your days fast days. Resolve when you rise in 
the morning that you will fast the whole day 
from all gossip, all criticism, all deception, all 
talking about disease, sickness, poverty and 
death. Then root out of your mind by denial 
all the little seeds of error that may have lodged 
there while you slept. 

“We have sinned.” All sorrow, sickness and 
trouble comes from sin. Sin is failure to live 
spiritually. If you are not expressing the per- 
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fection of your ideals, you have somewhere 
sinned, and it is desirable that you at once go 
unto the Lord and repent. ‘To repent is to turn 
back from the ignorant and fruitless way you 
have been going, and to go in the way of wisdom 
—which is right relation to God through Christ, 
your higher self. 

“Samuel judged.” You square all things by 
the truth of Principle, through your highest 
spiritual perception. 

“When the Philistines heard.” Philistines 
are marauding thoughts that prey upon the 
peaceful ones and rob them of their quiet. They 
are warlike thoughts that are continually in- 
citing you to resistance. They “go up against” 
you and your peaceful thoughts at every turn in 
your life, but especially just after you have re- 
solved to follow the Spirit. 

“The Children of Israel were afraid.” They 
could not have had very clear realization of the 
power of the Spirit or they would not have been 
afraid. When you know that you have been 
doing right, you are not afraid,so when you have 
resolved to follow the guidance of the All-Pow- 
erful One, you should never fear failure or 
defeat. 

“Cease not to cry unto the Lord.” Israel in 
you is your desire to be right with God, and it 
seeks Him through your highest perception of 
spiritual truth (Samuel). If you are a Catholic, 
you go to the priest and through him ask inter- 
cession; but if you are in spiritual understand- 
ing you exercise your highest perception of God 
by holding in thought words expressive of His 
attributes. This very closely approaches what 
is commonly called prayer, but it is more than 
prayer; because it does not admit of the possi- 
bility of failure in the response—it is that spir- 
itual confidence which says, “I thank Thee, 
Father, that Thou hast heard me. I know that 
Thou hearest me always.” 

“Samuel took a sucking lamb.” indicating the 
purity and innocence of your motive. 

“As Samuel was offering.” When this pure 
soul communion is going on between you and 
your God, the Philistines draw near, but the 
Lord thunders “with a great thunder” because 
your thoughts under such conditions are dynam- 
ic. They set in motion the universal ethers and 
the law of the One Principle is set swiftly vi- 
brating, and all thoughts of error are discom- 
fited. 

“Samuel took a stone and set it,” signifies that 
a new state of consciousness has been attained 
through victory over the lower nature, and 
which will never be lost. “To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone 
a new name written, which no man knoweth 
saving he that receiveth it.”—Rey. ii. 17. 


Mary’s Conception. 


MARY E. WILEY. 

There was once a Jewish maiden who looked 
for the salvation of the people through a prom- 
ised Messiah. 

She kept her thought fixed upon the prom- 
ises. While other maidens were busy seeking 
to satisfy the longings of their souls with out- 
ward attempts to bring into manifestation the 
Perfect through the channels of art, embroid- 
ery, painting and music, this maiden often left 
the busy tentsof her people and her gay compan- 
ions, and went up into the high hills of her na- 
tive country and thought long and deep about 
the promises of a coming Messiah. 

At such times her heart burned within her 
and she would come down with such a holy 
atmosphere about her that only the Temple 
seemed a fit place to dwell in. 

Some wondered much at her taste and often 
‘ast their glances upon her as if she did not be- 
longtothem. They felt that she was more like the 
white doves that were being daily sacrificed in 
the Temple, and there would creep over them a 
shadow of fear that grew and finally fastened 
itself upon old Simeon, who said in after-days, 
“A sword shall pierce through thineown heart.” 

This maiden had been taught that the Savior 
of the people would come forth from the soul of 
a pure virgin, and it made her heart throb with 
a great Love that was not born of flesh, but of 
God. 

Now she loved this inner throbbing life and 
watched it glow, and felt the warm blood flow 
through her body, and she said, “It is God.” 

Constant looking toward this Holy Place 
made the Idea grew within until the time came 
to bring it forth. But there was no room for 
this to be born among the ideas which the 
world held as good, so she gave herself up to 
God and was led down into the very animal 
resting-place, and there, among the oxen and 
sheep, Divine Love brought forth a child; a 
Deliverer from the belief of being born in sin. 
God is Father of even animal conditions, and it 
was her perception of this that brought about 
the conception, and from the conception came 
the Life. 

So can we bring forth our Jesus to be the 
Savior of our world by perceiving God to be our 
only Father; then conceiving our immaculate 
conception in the great Truth that we inherit 
Life from God only. 


Our “class thought” for this month is submit- 
ted by a friend in Santa Barbara, Cal. She has, 
through declaring it and living it, demonstrated 
supply, and we commend it to all who are in 
bondage to the belief in poverty. 
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Psalm’s of Thanksgiving. 

All that thou hast given me, O Father, are 
mine, and I bring them to thee perfect in thy 
likeness. There can no error, discord, or inhar- 
mony touch any within my dwelling, for all 
these, O Father, are mine; thou hast given 
them to me, my family, my friends, the stranger 
within my gates, and I bring them to thee, close 
to thee, held secure in thy perfect love. 


I am the doorway of Divine Truth. There is 
in me no avenue for the entrance of error. I 
am filled to overflowing with thy spirit of love. 
There is in me no sense or recognition of error. 
There is in me no error, therefore I see no error 
in others. 


O God, we voice thy. praise with psalm and 
song. We shout thy glory to the high heavens 
with gladness and joy. We speak thy bounte- 
ous goodness with the new tongue, the tongue 
of love and truth. 


Father, we do know that thy bounty is given 
to us abundantly to meet every obligation, and 
to do our appointed work. Our work is to do 
thy will. The will is the Perfect Will, the All 
Good to all men; therefore we have no fear in 
saying Thy Will Be Done.—J. G. M., Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 
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Dr. Charlie’s Visit to His Peace-Baby 
BY AUNT SEG. 


Charlie’s mama received a telegram from Aunt 
Mattie, saying that little Peace was very ill, and 
for her to come quickly. So she went, and Charlie 
begged so hard to go that she could not refuse. 
He said, “I’d better go along, mama, cause I can 
help cure her, you know.” 

Mama remembered some things, and thought so 
too. 

Of course the cars couldn’t go fast enough to 
suit Charlie, and the only way he could hold on to 
his patience was to treat baby that she was God’s 
little child and pure spirit, because God—her Fath- 
er, was, and of course Spirit couldn’t be sick. His 
mama did the same, and when Uncle George met 
them at the depot, he said baby was already better 
and had smiled upon them, just one little smile. 
Aunt Mattie met them at the door and sobbed in 
mama’s arms and spilled lots of tears on Charlie’s 
face, and he couldn’t see what for, if baby was 
better. 

But, I suppose she had been very much afraid 
that she was going to lose her baby, and, though 
the little one was better, she was still afraid. Aunt 
Mattie had not yet learned to regard Life as Omni- 
present. 

Dear little Peace did look very sick, and Mrs. 
Morton at once took her in her arms, while Charlie 
got a stool and sat close to her with his face buried 
in his hands. Everybody kept very quiet, and 
everybody began to be hopeful, they hardly knew 
why. Mama rocked gently back and forth thinking 
such bright and happy thoughts about dear little 
Peace. Charlie was making some mighty state- 
ments in his mind, and suddenly the baby began to 
sing in her baby way which she had a habit of 
doing because her mama sang a great deal to her; 
even Charlie had much to do to keep from shouting 
out his joy, though it was just what he expected 
and Aunt Mattie just laid her head on Uncle 
George’s shoulder and they both cried for joy. 

The little one sang herself to sleep and did not 
wake for hours: then she was all right and wanted 
her breakfast. 

Baby’s papa and mama concluded that there was 
something for them in Christian Science. 

Charlie had a long conversation with his Auntie 
which is worth relating. His mama had gone back 


to Boston and left him to make a visit. Swinging 
lazily in the hammock one afternoon, with little 
Peace cooing and kicking among a lot of pillows, 
and Auntie trying to sew a little, but so in love with 
her baby that she could scarcely keep her eyes off 
from her, he said “Aunt Mattie, you won’t never 
cry ’bout little Peace again, will you?” 

“ If she is sick, how can I help it?” 

“T shouldn’t think you’d say, ‘Jf she is sick;’ if I 
kept on saying ‘Jf I am sick,’ I should be sick all 
the time ’cause I’d be ’specting it.” 

Auntie saw the point and took Charlie’s lesson to 
heart. 

You Wee Wisdoms, who are so well acquainted 
with our Charlie, know that he was, in his ‘little 
boy’ way, teaching iessons of truth wherever he 
happened to be. He understood that if was not 
the right word to use, as it implies doubt. Little 
Peace was perfectly well, and her mama allowed 
Charlie to take her riding in her little carriage. 
Now he was such a lover of flowers that almost the 
first sweet lesson he taught his Peace baby was 
about flowers. As soon as she began to lisp little 
words after Charlie, “Pitty ‘ed fow,” he 
would say to her as he puta red blossom in her 
tiny hand “ Pretty red flower, Peace,—pretty red 
flower,” so she learned to distinguish ‘red’ from 
the pretty red blossoms. When he found she could 
do this, he taught her all the colors in the same 
way. 

Charlie had been taught some beautiful lessons 
of the flowers by his mama. She said that gay 
flowers, were happy, sunshiny thoughts; fragrant 
flowers like roses, mignonette and the lillies of the 
valley, were tender, loving thoughts. Violets and 
daisies were simple, trusting thoughts. Of course 
all these beautiful lessons were taught to his baby 
as soon as she could understand, and Aunt Mattie 
caught every sweet lesson on the wing and talked 
it over with Uncle George, who praised the Spirit 
for giving little Peace so sweet a companion. 

Dear little children, if you carry these sweet 
lessons in your hearts you will be God’s messengers 
of “ Peace on earth.” 


The Gate Beautiful. 


There isa gate called Beautiful, that leads into 
the City of Peace and Love. The Gate has always 
been Beautiful, and the City filled with Peace and 
Love. But atime was when those who lived in it 
seemed to be in darkness. Now, who do you sup- 
pose, lives in this place? 

Little children! — just little children; each has a 
little house to keep clean and pure, and the streets 
are all white and shining, and the grass and trees 
and birds are so Jovely. They were happy until the 
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shadow came. What one had, the rest all shared, 
and the birds sang all day long for very joy. 

“Praise God! Praise God! Praise God! 
the earth praise God!” 

And all the earth did praise God. The dark did 
not come in all at once, it crept in little by little. 

Pretty soon the birds did not sing so much or 
so joyfully; they grieved because of the change. 
The streets did not look so white, and nothing 
was shining any more. The children grieved too, 
until one dear, little one cried out that he could bear 
it no longer, something must be done. He called 
them all together. They came one and all, and 
he began to speak to them. 

“Dear brothers and sisters there is something 
around us that is hiding our true Light from us. 
God is everywhere what shall we do then, to see 
Him as before. All were quiet, for all were waiting. 
Presently one said, “ We have not prayed the right 
way. Let us then go into our houses and close the 
doors and blinds, and forget all the outside and 
just say to ourselves ‘Rest and Peace, Rest and 
Peae, God is here, God is here’.” Sothey all went 
within and rested there in peace, saying “God is 
here, God is here.” They just knew the outside 
must be as clear as the inside. 

Oh, then, what a joyful meeting there was! For, 
there were the shadows moving towards the gate 
and melting right through one corner of it as they 
watched. Then how glad the birds were, and the 
children too, and they said, “the shadow will never 
come again, because we have found out the way to 
keep the Light clear, always within the gate. 

And when all was quiet once more, they heard a 
voice singing through the streets, 
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“Rest in Peace! Rest in Peace! 
Heaven is right within you; 
Now that you have found it there, 
You'll find it shining everywhere.” 


“Tt is the angel of Love,” they whispered. And 
in the morning they found, written in letters of 
gold, on the archway of the Gate,— 

‘BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL 
skE Gop.”—Emily Brown. 


Story of a Soul. 


Written by a little girl, A: G. N: 


One morning a wonderful thing happened. 
There was brought into the world a new soul. 
It is thought to be a very insignificant soul, 
indeed some people do not call it a soul at all. 
In outward appearance it was only a morning- 
glory waving in the bright sunshine on its slim, 
green stem. It was held up by a vine, to which 
it owed its life, and this vine, in turn, owed its 
life to a seed and the sun and the rain, which 
also owed their lives to something behind them 


all. I wonder if this little soul knew this? 

A little boy running by caught sight of this 
little pink flower and went up to pick it. The 
flower shrank back in fear. Was her life to be 
cut so short? Surely she was meant for som- 
thing better than that. Was she not going to 
changetoseedand have children of herown. The 
boy tried hard to reach it, but it was too high. 
He exclaimed, “Oh how sister would like to see 
the pretty, new, pink flower.” Agair the flower 
drew farther back. Was her life so suddenly 
and so quickly to be taken away from her? But 
thethought came to her, “Surely the Great Pow- 
er knows best.” And she bent way down while 
the boy gave a joyous shout, for he had gotten 
it, but he supposed that it was the wind which 
had blown it within his reach. 

He took the flower carefully and carried it 
into a richly furnished room where a little, pale, 
thin girl lay on a couch; but she was beautiful 
and her soul shone through her eyes. “See, sis- 
ter,” cried the boy, “I have brought you a new 
flower for your collection. Is it not beautiful?” 
And the little girl was delighted to see what you 
see every day—a morning-glory. They had a 
beautiful garden and a green-house full of flow- 
ers, but the gardener never would allow such 
common flowers to grow in the castle park, and 
how this little vine escaped his notice, no one 
knew. 

So the little children quickly got out their 
press and put in their new specimen. Then the 
morning-glory was pressed and pasted in a large 
paper, and had a long history written of her 
family. Then she was glad, for was it not best 
to give some pleasure to this little girl, who, not 
withstanding she was rich, could not move from 
her chair? 

Now this is the story of a little life, and who 
would say that in making one day bright for this 
child something was not accomplished by this 
flower-soul? 


Love shines in every man, 
Love is in every heavenly band; 
When Love is recognized ’tis day, 
Then will all darkness away. 

Norcum L. Sueparp. 


Here is a prayer I overheard our little Fidelia, 
seven years old, make while playing church all 
alone. “Dear God, wont you give us all we need? 

Yes, I will give you all the food you need, I will 
will give you all the clothes you need, and every- 
thing you need. Don’t worry, don’t be afraid, I 
will give you everything. I will give you all the 
candy you want, only you must not want as much 
candy as some children do. Fivezia’s Mama. 


Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the prophets. 
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We give hearty welcome to the first number of 
‘The Exodus,” edited by Mrs. U. N. Gestefeld and pub- 
lished by the Gestefeld Library and Publishing Co., 
room 107 Decker Building, 35 Union Square West, 
New York; price, 10 cents per copy, $1.00 per year. 
This unique publication will be devoted to Bible inter- 
pretation in its higher sense, and through it Mrs. Ges- 
tefeld will present her clear perception of the inner 
meaning of the Scriptures. She will also continue 
through its pages the International Bible Lesson Com- 
ments which have for a long time been contributed by 
her to “Universal Truth” of Chicago. In setting forth 
the aims of “The Exodus” she says editorially: “‘The 
Exodus’ will appeal only to those who are ready and 
willing to walk. It will fail to satisfy those who wish 
to be carried. But it will encourageand meetthe needs 
of those who are taking their first feeble steps as they 
attempt to leave the nursery where they have been 
carried in arms.” 


Instead of decreasing, the flood of letters regretting 
the suspension of “Wee Wisdom” seem to be on the in- 
crease. One old in the true thought writes as follows: 
“Iam so sorry to have the paper suspended. It was a 
lovely child’s paper and I enjoyed it myself far more 
than I do what is called the advanced science. When 
we get tooadvanced in Truth we find ourselves removed 
from that child-like simplicity that is the door to its 
entrance. The obscurity and complexity in advanced 
science writings is a sure indication of this removal. It 
is the simplicity and child-like trust in an inward Christ 
that causes me to so greatly admire H. Emilie Cady’s 
writings. In my estimation she is the most truly ad- 
vanced writer that I know of, and I do not think you 
do her justice when you say in your notice of her les- 
sons that theyare “especially appreciated by beginners.” 


God grant that we may all once more become beginners 
after Miss Cady’s example. After a number of years 
wandering, in what I really thought was advanced 


science, Iam glad at last to join hands with Migg, E Sper 


ena”: 


and once more become as a little child at the feet of m 
indwelling Christ.’"—Mrs. Union Stoner, Des Moines, 
Iowa. = 

(In our estimation no greater recommendation 
can be given a course of lessons than that quoted by 
our good friend, “they are especially appreciated by 
beginners.”’—Editor.) 


Dear Friends,—“Unity” greets you asasemi-monthly 
It has a new dress and is improved 
in appearance thereby. The subscription price is $1.00 
per year and the paper will be made worth it. You can 
pay $1.00 for it, if you follow its teachings, just as eas- 
ily asyou did 50 cents. If you cannot demonstrate two 
cents per week for this class of soul-food, write to us, 
and we will join you in a thought that will bring it 
about. 


with this number. 


bY The leading liberal scientists of Kansas City have 
decided to combine their efforts in the matter of Sun- 
day meetings. Sunday, October 6th, at 3 p. m., they 
will begin a regular service in Woodland Hall, 1016 
Grand Avenue, to be led month about by the different 
teachers and speakers. tev. D. L. Sullivan, of St. 
Louis, has been invited to help inaugurate these union 
meetings, and has promised to be with usat the opening. 

The Bible Class which has been held at the Unity 
rooms Sunday mornings will be discontinued. The 
other Unity meetings will be carried on as heretofore. 

(Since the above was put in type the meeting men- 
tioned took place. 1t was blessed with a very large 
attendance and the outpouring of the Spirit through 
Brother Sullivan was beyond description.) 

“Health Germs,” by Alice B. Stockham, Chicago, 
being the contribution read by this well-known author 
at the Divine Science Congress last May, is an excellent 
pamphlet for inquirers and students of truth. Price, 5 
cents. 


“Metaphysical Essays,” by C. C. Post, Freedom 
Pub. Co., Boston, paper, 130 pages; price, 30 cents. 
This is an exceedingly thoughtful lot of essays, that 
will repay the study of anyone. The subjects treated 
are First Cause, Life, Individual Life—Universal 
Energy; Matter, Life, Mind and Spirit; Thought; The 
Will; Matter; Understanding, Faith, Desire; God and 
Devil, or Good and Evil; Influence of Fear upon Indi- 
viduals; Love-Selfishness; The Value of the New 
Faith. 


Club Rate! $3 
We will send both Universal Truth 
and Unity one year for $1.50. 
t=" To insure prompt reply to your letters, 
always enclose stamped envelope addressed to 
yourself. 


